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Spiritualism unfolds to our internal rermes substantial realities, presenting 

Not only with the semblances, but the positive evidences f eternal exi tence, 
pasing Ms to feel that the t awing Bhiuiows we sprak of balung not to the spiritual, 
tol the ma ermal world. It is ensy to imagine that we we dealing with the at -= 
i Ute and enduring. because we associato our thoughts with the external and 
apParently lasting; but. on iecfleciion, we Ciscover that the ouly absolute and en= 
Uring facts are buyond the tomh. 


ee 
MOBBING. 


Mosnrxa is now the rage. The old spirit of brutality 
still works destruction upon property and jeopardises 
uman life. A few years, only have added to our history, 
Since the working classes, fired by supposed or real in- 
Justice, rushed headlong into error, by mobbing and 
The upper and middle classes denounced the 
Working classes; and ever and anon, whon the sons of labour 
strove fur representation, the representatives of the middle 
&nd upper class interests stood, as one man, opposing them on 


Oy 


' the ground thnit they were ignorant and brutal, as exemplified 


in their mobbing and rioting. Of course the working 
men were taught from pulpit, rostrum, and press, to mend 
Cir ways; that is, to perpetrate no moro senseless, 
Tutal strikes, or illegal attacks on property or person—then 
ey might expect an extension of the franchise, and all 
Other necessary legal rights would be added thereto. The 
respectable middle classes were sadly earnest in their 
Warnings to the lower ordors. Of course, having property 
at stake, it was ouly reasonable to suppose they would 
ach peace-lessons to their “hands.” They sot the ox- 
ample of peace to tho working men—the working men set 
e example of war to them, and lately the latter example 
as been imitated by the middle class heroes of the Tiver- 
pool, Huddersfield, and Leeds mobs. It is something to 
ast we arc an improving people—that our institutions 
‘te tho outgrowth of intellect—that we have acquired 
bitter lessons in the past, to teach us the fully and fruitless- 
Ness of all mobocratic governments. It is something to 
oast this, ifit were true! But who can look over the 
Tief history of the past fortnight, and fail to see that the 
Spirit which dictated the Smithfield burnings, the Peterloo 
Nots, &e, s is still rife amongst us, mocking our vauntings, and 
aching us how little we have advanced. The fact is, 
Our g0-termed civilization is neither more nor less than a 
Stateofsemi-barbarism. ‘Lhe force of clubs is considered 
Weightior than preter or natural philosophy; and the 
Matorialistic, money-grubbing middle classes, when occasion 
fiers, rush forth, regardless of the sad experiences gained 
tad the working men riuts, to prove the majesty of their 
ip n mon'senso by destroying and stealing property. Let 
e henceforth observed in all futuro charges against 
te men, that they are not the only mobites, but 
at those who have stakes in the representation of the 
Country can mob, and that, too, with a zeal almost 
Mimitable, 
The late disturbances in Liverpool, Huddersfield, and 
Seda, have taught us something of the stuff of our middle 
class Hulleyites.' Their heads are not less harder than 
eir clubs. Ono might essay to reason with them, but 
yaro only vulnerable to blows. If the clubs conconled 
UP their coat sleeves, as at Huddersfield, had been used 


upon their skulls, they would, doubtless, have felt the 
weight of such arguments. But, to the honour of the 
Davenports, they avoided anything of a physical force 
character, and set the brutal bravos who smashed and 
stule their cabinet, an example they might imitate with 
profit. The opponents of Spiritualism—and their name 
is legion—assert the Hulley-knots to have been the knotty 
points upon which the whole matter rests. Hulley and 
Cummins applied their special knots—the Davenports re- 
fused to bear the torturo the knots were made to inflict ; then 
the Hulleyballoo party declared the reason was obviously 
thig—the Brothers knew,they could not get out of these parti- 
cular knots, and therefore rejected them. The Brothers, in 
auswer to this, say—‘ Tie us with any knots you like, but 
don’t torture us,” Can any man come forward and say the 
Brothers ever demurred to be tied in any way where the 
tightness of the tying was not questioned? We believe 
not. Ifthis be so, what becomes of the idea that the 
“ Tom tool’s” knot can effectually hold them, so that they 
cannot be unloosed? Were thero truth in the popular idea 
about this knot, the Brothers would be the completest 
ninnies to stop in England to give other séances, bevauso 
it is clear, wherever they go, it will be more than likely 
the Hulley-knot will be applied. Wo have already related 
the fact that Mr Cummins did tie Mr. Fay with this same 
knot which was untied in less than a minute. If this be 
true, what nonsense it is to harp constantly about tho 
capacities of this special knot. We ask, in all seriousness, 
is it necessary to test these Brothers humanly or brutally ? 
If the former, then we must roprobate the conduct of all 
brutes who would tighten the ropes so as to give the 
mediums pain. lf the latter, then we don’t seo why a 
horse should not be employed to aid the Hulleyitos to make 
tho knots tighter than their strength alone could do. 


It seems to us the more the Brothers submit to tests, the 
more they nay. And when all is done, the ignorant people, 
who believe in nothing of a spiritual charactor, will still yell 
and hoot, and do anything rather than submit to learn their 
own errors. Cannot the Brothers bo tied securely without 
giving them pain? We say they can. Thoreforo, it is 
brutal in the extreme to persist in excoriating their wrists. 
We have examined their wrists, and do not, with the 
leaders of the Liverpool mob, see that they are more 
“peculiarly formed” than those of ordinary people. It 
is, of course, very easy to say in justification: of brutality, 
“their wrists aro peculiarly formed.” Those who abet 
tho ring-leaders of a row, won’t ask for a clearly defined 
proof of such a statement. It is simply onough to give a 
dog abad name to justify his being hung. We have, over 
and over again, deemed it a subterfuge on the part of the 
anti-spiritualists, always hanging on to this rape business. 
When that is dispensed with, another will be in vogue; 
and so on, whilst scepticism lasts. 


‘The newspapers have very readily opened their columns 
to accounts of the alleged exposé and. cabinet smashing, 
and they have, without an oxception, held by the popular 
idea of the ugly nature of the + Tom-fool’s knot” to the 
Brothers. But have they been ready to state a fact, 
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which, if stated, would settle this knotty point at once? 
Not they, inceed! Such a courso would be honourable, 
that the press cannot afford tobe. At Leeds, we learn that 
another mob assailed the cabinet—smashing and purloin- 
ing it, as the mob did at Liverpool. The papers mention 
this, but theydo not mention that the Brothers gavo a 
8o’clock publie exhibition at Leeds, when tho “ Tom-fool’s 
knot” was applied, and the mediums came off triumphantly. 
Why, to mention this, would give these young Americans 
fair-play—and that, England cannot afford. For heaven’s 
sake letus continue to come John Bull over them—bully 
them, brutally tie them, break their cabinets, imperil their 
lives, blast their reputation, and show our strung Saxon 
common-sense in other demonstrablo ways. They are only 
Americans, strangers, guests — peaceable exhibitors of 
preter-natural phenomena. Query—will the secrets of 
their dark séances be ascertuinod in the end? No matter, 
our press men lead the public mind. We beg pardon, tho 
Northern Rowdies lead them. Poor fallen humanity! 
How art thou disgraced, when phenomena, related to 
occult science, are knocked down with clubs, and the 
third estato in this great country applauds with tho zeal of 
rabid heresy? If has been our boast that we aro the 
freest people in the world—but freedom with us means 
license to insult, destroy, and steal; or the country would 
rise up and thunder forth disapproval of tho manner in 
which the Davenports have been treated. 

The most barefaced lies, if they happen to go against 
unpopular causes, have beforetiine found favour with the 
press; and what is equally as bad, the facts which would 
throw new light upon unpopular individuals, aro at times 
wholly suppressed. It has been so with these late riots. 
Shall wo still {boast of our extreme liberalism, after 
this? God forbid! Wo had better, liko Job, put on 
sackcloth, and lie down in ashes, bemoaning our sins. 

Havo tho teaching and preaching, which have cost 
this country immenso sums, and which have for years 
been directed to the mental and moral discipline of our 
people, performed their work so inefficiently that, in this 
rear, 1865, we need to blush for our mobocracies ? 
Whilst the Davenport Brothers maintain the calmnoss of 
temper which has marked their career hitherto, we can 
but augur success for thom and the causo they espouse. 
There aro two sides to every argument; the press has 
presented the mobocratic sido of the Davenport mysteries ; 
the other side is maintained by thousands who have proved 
by tests their genuineness. But the misfortune for the 
Brothers and the country is, that the press is so liberal, it 
suppresses facts and arguments, which it does not suit 
it to publish, At Liverpool a detective refusod to 
arrest a man whom he saw carrying an instrument. At 
Loods, a policeman saved the lives of Dr. Ferguson and 
tho Brothers. Are there no newspaper editors as bravo 
as this Leeds policeman, who will rescue them from moral 
death? Or shall we suppose they are all equal in that 
high sense fof duty, which marks the staf’ as well as the 
Jorce ns to praise the detective who refused to arrest a 
thief because he only stole the property of unpopular 
American exhibitors. 


CORRESPCNDENCE, 


— 


MR. LEIGHTON'S LETTERS, 


ores 


To the Editor of the Spiritual Times, 


S1r,—It has not been from want of appreciation of the 
courtesy of tone, or errors of argument, in Mr Andrew Leighton's 
letters that L have not written to you upon them. I lent 
and lost the numbers of the Spiritual Times containing them ; 
andthe time poet when it was proper to reply. Lut, 
observing that he repeats his statement, iff remember rightly, 
in your number of Feb. 18th, that he presented me with the 
work of Adin Ballou, nearly 12 years ago, I beg to say that 
I have no recollection of any such gift. The tirst work of the 
kind [ever possessed, was * Modern Spiritualism: its Facts 
and Fanatacisms, its Consistencies and Contradictions,” (the 
fanaticiains aud contradictions being very much the major 
part ofthe book), by E. W. Capron. This book was presented 
tome in July, 1855, by my valued friend, Murace Greely, tho 
eminent American Journalist. 
l Yours faithfully, 


G. J. HOLYOAKK. 


(To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.) 


Sır—Having long felt the want of some better means of receiving 
spirit communications than by table tipping, or by raps, I have 
invented an instrument which we will callan indicator, The great 
advantages of such an instrament over the usual means em- 
ployed for receiving spirit messages, will, I think, at once be 
seen by those who are in the habit of sitting in spirit circles. By 
raps. or table tipping, we have no means of knowing what the 
spirits wish to say, unless we happen to be calling over, or 
pointing to, the alphabet atthe time. llow- often have we heard 
raps and seen the table move, not understanding the meaning, 
at the same time the spirits have desired to communicate with 
us? Thave no doubt many valuable communications have been 
lost, simply because the spirits had no means of telling us to call 
over the alphabet, In using the indicator the medium and 
friends must place their hands lightly on the hand board. one of 
the party must read aloud the communication as it is given, and 
it should be written down by some one not sitting at the indi- 
cator, The use of such an instrament I find invaluable ; the 
communications are given as quickly as they can be written 
down. Yours truly, 
Henry Sara. 

Fig. 1. Shows the upper surface of the indicator with the 
position of the medium’s hands. The motion is given to the 
index A on the board, as shewn within the alphabetical circle 
by the spirit-power moving the hand board BB from right to left 
or from left to right. 
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Fig. 2 shews the indicator with the index-board removed ; the 
spirit power moving the hand board BB from right to left; the 
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rack C gives motion to the wheel D, and theindex points to the 
letters desired : the board BB works on small iron trucks having 
wood flats to keep the same in place. 

The indicator must be fastened together with wooden pegs, 
not iron screws. 


atiii Will 
ag ™ 


Š TPR aT RUTTN 


dre te eee 


P.S.—On Sunday night I asked the spirit of Samuel Smith to give ma 
a description of the indicator for the * Spiritual Magazine.” It appears, 
from the communication, very important that the mediums attention 
should he concentrated on the alphabet, and that the medium’s mind 
should b: in a passive state. 

e Tue Inpicstor.—[t isn machine constructed so that the medium 
may sce the indicating finger—so that its motion may keep his whole at- 
tention xed on the letters to which the finger puints—so that his at- 
tention or will-power may be taken from his hands, which must rest 
lightly on the moveable board. The nervous-power passing from his 
hands forms a conductor for us, that by its power we may move the board 
without his will, if his will is wholly concentrated npon the point of the 
indicating finger. This description may also aid you in the working of 
it.*—From the Spirit of 8.5. 
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THE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM BENEFIT. 


—— 


QUEEN'S CONCERT ROOMS, HANOVER SQUARE. 


For the benefit of the Spiritual Lyceum. It is respectfully 
announced that the Brothers Davenport will give, with their 
New Cabinet, a cabinet séance, to be followed by a dark 
séance, in which Mr. W. M. Fay and Mr. Ira Davesport will 
be the passive ageuts of very astounding . phenomena, on 
Saturday, March 4th, 1865, ‘Tickets :—To the Cabinet séance— 
Stalls. 48.; Back seats, 2s 6d. To the Dark g‘uace, 53.; oF 
to both séances, 78. Gd.; to be had of Mr. J. H. Powe, 
Spiritual Lycenm. 14, Newman street, Oxforl-street, and at 
the doors. Cabinet sfance to commence at 3 p.m. Dark séance 
to commence at half past 4 p.m. 


{Saturcay, March 4, 1865. 
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PROPHECY. 


We hope we shall satisfy all but the dogmatic, that the phenomenon 
of prophecy is not an isolated phenomenon belonging to a particular age 
or people, but a natural and universal fact, belonging to the constitution 
of man, and developed at times in all ages and amongst all people. ‘Ihere 
is no truth of which we are more convinced than this, that what is 
called the gift of prophecy or revelation, is entirely misrepresented both 
by believers and intidels, who are equally under delusion respecting its 
nature. : 

A believer regards it ns infallible in its testimony ; an infidel denies 
even the fact of the phenomenon. A believer regards it with peculiar 
Veneration, the imaginary character of an ancient seer, whose body has 
long ago mouldered into dust, and of whose personal appearance, not 
even a tradition has preserved a radiant image. ‘he messenger of the 
Almighty is sufficient material for the imagination to bezin with. This 
super-eminence of calling suggests a corresponding excellence of shape, 
Mind and character. All that a poetic mind can conceive, and the spirit of 
Painting inspire, is employed to produce the beau ideal of the legates of 

eaven, 


And in their books divine 
The image of their glorious Maker shines, y 
Truth, wisdom, sanctitude, severe and pure, 


On the other hand. an infidel will tell you that such men a3 Isaiah, or 
Jeremiah, or Hosea were either enthusiasts who imagined that they saw 
visions, or they were impostors who pretended that they saw visions, or 
that their books were not written by themselves, but by priests to be- 
wilder or enslave the people, or by some well-meaning but fraudulent 
reformers to excite the people against the priests, All these abstud 
theories have been brought forward by the infidel party in hopeless 
ettemnts to philosophize the question, and the result has only been 
exposure of ignorance. 

Prophets have lived in all ages They live at this day in all countries, 
and may easily be discovered by the enquiring mind, and one or more is 
always in succession starting out of obscurity and calling the attention of 
the people to his revelations, ‘These naturals, if one may he allowed to 
use the expression, are the simple children of Nature. They were the 
firat philosophers, and have only heen thrown into the shade by the 
Substitution of scientific reasoning for natural impuise, as the directors of 
haman affairs, They were evidently the earliest writers, and their com- 
Munications were preserved as the commands of the Almighty; printing 
Was unknown ; literary criticism unheard of; literary controversy never 
even thought of; books were rare, und such writings, with the publie 
records, were probably all the books that existed among the early Jews, 

Vhen the Jews returned from Babylon they begin to have intercourse 
With the Greeks, Literature was more common, antiquity beyond the 

abylonish captivity was sacred. The Bible, therefore, became an 
ancient relic, 80 soon as it was collected; it was sacred at once, and 
Veneration for its antiquity would naturally prevent any addition to its 
contents, But we are not to infer from this that there were no prophets 
after Malachi. The writing prophets were the least of the class. Elija 

as not left a syllableon record, Elisha, second to Elijah, is equally 

Mute, John the Raptist, one of the greatest of all the prophets, is 
Merely transiently mentioned and but few of his words recorded. Since 
the time of the Apostles the Fathers enumerate many individuals pos- 
sessed of gifts similar to the old prophets, preserving always a peculiar 
Veneration for those of whom they knew nothing. St. Augustin writes 
Yery copiously of visions and revelations and deseribes several indivi- 
dual eases very minutely. Several of the rites and ceremonies of the 
toman Church were given, and the tombs and relics of the martyrs dis- 
Covered by revelation, and prophecies were given and recorded in the 
same style as of old, with suen profusion that if the Christin Chureh 
had collected all its prophecies, as did the Jews of old, the Bible would 
dow have been so very large that no ordinary house could hold it. 


s.. 


* In the February number of the Cornhill Vagazine for 1865 re- 
ference is made to one of the most noted prophetical books of the middle 
ages, About 126+ “Abbot Joachim's * Eternal Gospel" says the 
Cornhill Vayazime * had preached the doctrine of progression of religious 
faith, proclaiming a kingdom of the Spirit which should transcend the 

ingdom of the Son, even as the Christian Dispensition had superseded 
the eupremacy of the Father.” And do we not already recognise the 
existence of this mighty ‘kingdom of the Spirit;’ * in the consciousness 
of the presence and power of the * indwelling Christ” of * the indwelling 
light,” which the mystics of every age and sect since the early ages of 
Christianity have unhesitatingly proclaimed, and which in various forms, 

at as with one voice, all the most interioriy developed * mediums? of our 
day are proclaiming as the advent of that slemnly promised * Comforter,” 
“the Spirit of Truth, which shall lead unto all truth,’ unfolding gradually 

ivine mysteries ever in proportion to thé unfolding of human power of 
Perception and reception 2” 

Amongst the material “ Friends of God.” amongst the followers of 

eorge Fox, amongst the Philadelphian Brethren und amongst many 
“nother group of divinely inspired men and women, have been tound not 
only the apostics of the Kingdom of the Spi.it, but its martys also. 

ladame Guion, herself both apostle and martyr for the spiritual reign 
of Christ, truly oiiserves in the ume of the ancient law there were martyrs 
of the Lord who suttered for asserting and trusting in the one true God. 
In the Priminye Church of Christ martyrs shed their blood for main 
taining that Jesus Christ was crucified. But now there ure martyrs of 
the lloly Spirit who suffer for their dependenc> upon it, for maintain- 
tug its reign in souls, and for being victims of the Divine Will.” 

The writings of the Christian mysties may be said to form the Bible of 
the Kingdom of the Spirit, and well do the pages of this voluminous Bible 
deserve to be studied, torming as they do a commentary upen and an un- 
folding of the Scriptures of the elder dispensations, and delivered even as 


were the former siipunes through the inspiration of prophets and 
seers, 


Many of these prophecies we have read; 80me of them are really 
sublime; some are inferior, some superior to the Old Testament 
prophecies The latter have the advantage of being select, and of being 
translated by learn-d mon into a pure and correct phraseology, farsu- 
perior to the original, which is very inaccurate and obscure, like tho 
writing of the vulgar, which is always more incomprehensible and doubt- 
ful in construction than that of well educated persons. ‘The former. that 
is modern prophecies, have not been so favoured, and the vehicle of 
printing being easily obtained, they are less select and more exposed to 
contemporary criticism. This has partly heen the cause why they have 
been subdued; but the principal cause is the ambiguity of the nature of 
prophecy itself. 

Few of our readers are aware that there are prophecies, originally 
given in English, in the same style as the Old testament, in which 
similar judgments and mercies are pronounced upon our cities, as upon 
those of Asia. The burden of the Lord to London, Bristol, Bath, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, &e., sounds very strange to those whose knowledge 
of Divine things is confined within the Bible boards alone; but the 
writings of John Lacy aad his school contain many such, and James 
Cunningham has published a large collection of those directly given to 
himself. ‘These men lived more than a century ago. Lacy was a genile- 
man, with £2,000 per annum, an evidently simple-minded man quite free 
from the imputation of craft for gain. He had also the gift of tongues, 
and spoke Latin, when the spirit was on him, with great fluency. It was 
not vood Latin; but he could speak itat no other time, 

Emanuel Swedenborg and Richard Brothers nre well-known 
apostles of mystery. The latter ma:le considerable stir in his day. 
He was visited by the first nobility of the land ; and the visit of the 
king’s brother, the Duke of Gloucester, so alarmed Pitt that, with 
the assistance of the Attorney and Solicitor-General (afterwards Lords 
Eldon and Riddesdale), that he induced the Duke of Portland 
(Secretary of State), to arrest Brothers as a traitor, in 179 Ho 
was kept in confinement eleven years, that is, till Pite died; and 
then liberated immediately. And what reason have wo to suppose 
that the ancient prophets differed much from Brothers? The treat- 
ment they experienced was similar. 

Since Brothers? time we could enumerate. many individaals of the 
same class, As forinstance, there was John Wro of Ashtoneander- 
Lyne, notoriety. Wroe was a cingular man. Wath the good or evil 
we have nothing todo. We are treating merely of mental phenomena. 
lle had disciples in all parts of the country—in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and missionaries preaching hia faith, Wroo gave a strict 
law to his followers to “ bind evil,’ as he himself says; and in many 
respects it was very effectual, ‘Temperance was especially entorced— 
even the tasting of spirits used to be prohibited ; tobacco was forbidden ; 
cleanliness was enjoined, both in house and person ; but a very narrow 
creed, and exclusive sectism encouraged. ‘That John Wroe had visions 
and revelations there is no occasion to doubt. ‘I'he visionary phenomena 
are too unique in theirkind for us to be deceived to any great extent 5 
and an unlettered peasant like Wroe, who could not even write his 
own Dame in a legible style, and could write nothing more than his 
name; a man who scarcely ever read a book in his lite, and, therefore, 
was entirely unacquainted with the history of his class, could never 
bring forth such a perfect imitation hy mere craft. Many of Wroe’s 
communications are in print; the language is inaccurate, and full of 
provincialisms—but the ideas are exceedingly grand, John Wroe was 
once asked how the spirit came upon him-—how he teli the influence? 
He said it sometimes seemed like the flapping of the wings of a large 
bird over his head. Sometimes it was merely an irresistible impulse 


which overcame volition ; sometimes an andible voice; sometimes 
vision. In vision he has become so insensible, that the pricking of 


needles and pins made no impression upon him, 

But what is our opinion regarding all this? 

Our opinion is, that authority resides in the universal Church, and 
that prophecy through and by individuals is of no universal authority 
until received by the universal Church. Were the Church to receive 
John Wroe, for instance, he would become authority to the world at large. 
At present his authority is confined to his own followers 

The above remarks regarding the universality of Prophecy nre extracted 
from the volume of * ‘The Shepherd’? for 1837, a periodical long out of 
print and almost forgotten. Lt was conducted by the Rev, James Smith 
on principles of universal analogy, and is characterized throughout by 
the bold unsectarian spirit of its editor, better known; in later years by 
his excellent writings in the Family Herald, and by his remarkable work, 
* The Divine Drama of History and ‘Civilization,’ a work far in advance 
of its age. The Rev. James Smith has uniformly annonneed in his 
writings the approach of the present spiritual influx, when the spirit, as 
foretold by Joel, once more, as in many a previous era, las been * poured 
out upon all flesh,” and “our sons and'our daughters prophecy, and our 
old men dream dreams, and our young men see visions ;’" and, in truth, 
when, instead of fearing these signs and wonders, we are induced to 
exclaim, in the words of Moses, © Would to God that all were prophets 1”? 

As an illustration of the foregoing remarks, we will present our readers 
in our future numbers, occasionally with a few specimens of the unautho- 
rized—though, in our opinion, on that account not the less geuuive 
prophecies of one or two of the innumerable prophets and seers of later 
ages, one small drop, as it were, from the brim of the cup of prophecy, 
which is as mighty as this earth itself, 


pe] 


praep p SAR MAL bb RIO a ania 


ReaLirY.—It is not profound speculations, but a holy life, 
that makes a man righteous, and good, and dear to God, I 
had rather feel compunction, than be able to give the most 
accurate definition of it. If thy memory could retain the whole 
Bible, and the precepts of all the philosophers, what would it 
profit thee, without charity aud the grace of God ?--Krwupis. 


68 THE SPIRIT UAL TIMES. (Saturday, March 4, 1865. 


———————————aoooauauauqwuuu”u”u”Swa Sees 


ON DIVINE AID UPON EARTH, 


the pestilential swamps of the Ganges, spreading its malmia at times 
all over the world and which killed 5,090 persons and upwards in Lon- 
don in the year 1832, and 14,000 in the year 1849, The yellow fever, 
which is the curse of some of the most delightful countries in the world, 
and the small pox, which has desolated Europe and extirpated whole 
tribes of American Indians, But man is liable to the infliction of dis- 
eases still more cruel than those above mentioned which kill him without 
delav; discases which make him an outcast from society, and destroy 
him inch by inch, I will only mention the leprosy of the East ; he is 
liable too to die from famine, caused by rain or draught, tust or insects 
spoiling his corn crops, or infectious diseases carrying off his cattle, and 
still worse from those dreadful disenses called hydrophobia and glanders 
communicated to him by two of his domesticated animals; these are 
horrible to observe and painful even to think of. And as if diseases 
arising from external causes were not enough to ensure man’s wretchednes# 
and destruction, he has been permitted hy his merciful Creator to be 
undermined and eaten to death by internal parasites, Most 
people must have read descriptions of some few of these; but 
no one can help feeling shocked at the great number of species which 
Dr. Cobbold in his recent work on the subject has made known to the 
public ; thirty one being enumerated as infesting man with greater or 
less frequency, and taking up their abodes in ditferent parts of the body; 
several kinds living in his intestines; one kind attacking the liver, 
another the kidneys, and a third even ascending up into his brain On 
this subject a writer in the Reuder has expressed himself so well and so 
forcibly, and in language so much better than any I could employ, that J 
hope he will excuse me on that account for quoting it here. "Of all the 
maladies to whieh the human frame is victim, there is hardly one which 
affects us with more instinctive horror than the development of internal 
parasites, ‘lo be eaten of worms till be died was a curse whieh seemed 
to exhaust the utmost severity of the Divine judgments upon an impious 
tyrant. Nor can we, without an etfort, divest ourselves of a shudder as 
we turn to contemplate the loathsome animals which antedate on the 
living forin the horrors of the grave. At this point the mystery of Creation 
appears to culminate, These pests were made to be pests; the highest 
here is sacrificed beforehand to the lowest, with deliberate intent; the 
sluggish pleasure of a seeking worm—if pleasure can dwell within a 
clotted mass, in which no m.croscope has yet detected the least trace of 
nerve— preferred to the nobler life, to the noblest of all lives. Should 
we not turn away our thoughts from the moral aspect of the case, as we 
would our eyes from its physical details?” So much for the hope of di- 
vine aid upon earth. 

I should apologize for wasting space in the pages of the Spir tual Times 
by the enumeration of tacts which ought to be known by all intelligent 
and educated young people, if the religious part of the public did not 
still continue to ignore them. We had to fast and pra , daring our 
invasion of the Crimea after the starvation of our soldiers, as we had 
fasted and prayed previously during the cholera; and fhe country was 
inundated with printed papers pointing out the advantages of tasting and 
praying and humbling ourselves betore God ; and, doubtless, in the event 
ofany national calamity the absurd repetition of praying and fasting 
would again take place, 


By the Author of * A Few Words on the Pentateuch,” &c. 


Not long ago I searched the pages of the work upon Eastern Mon- 

achimof Mr. Hardy, the Wesleyan missiorary to Ceylon, in hopes of 
finding some religious and spiritual information; but, though the author 
is evidently master of his subject, he has left it so clothed in its native 
garb of orientalism as to be little intelligible to western understandings. 
One of the statements however, which most attracted my attention is to 
be found at the beginning of the book in page 5, where it is stated that 
according to Budhiam * there is no Creator, no being that is self-existent 
or eternal.” ‘The manner in which being first commenced cannot now be 
ascertained, The cause of continuance of existence (in other words) is 
Karima, literally action, From the organs of sense spring desire fol- 
lowed hy reproduction, from this reproduction proceed disease, decay aud 
death, followed in turn, Like the revolutions of a wheel, by other repro- 
du tion, decay, and death, in endless successsion, ‘Lhe grand object which 
all wise and prudent Budhists propose to themselves for achievement is 
the attainment of Mirwana,un Indian work which Mr. Hardy translates, 
cessation from existence, but this cannot be the real religious meaning 
attached to it, for such meaning conveys no intelligible sense to the mind ; 
indeed, from the way in which it occurs in other parts of the book, it 
seems clear that the word implies the attainment of a happy spiritual 
tate after death, like the Christian k ngdom of Heaven. In his se- 
oond vol, enitled a manual of Budhism, page 355, Nirwana is said to he 
synonymous with deathless. Though the followers of Budha have no 
idea of one supreme Creator, Almighty omniscient and eternal, all as- 
pired, therefore, to life in the various spirit worlds. Of these, we read, 
there are several classes, the Brahmaloka or priest spirit world being the 
highest and the one in which most intellect is enjoyed. 

As tothe manner in which Nirwana is attained, all that is stated by Mr, 
Hardy is too mysteriousto be instructive. ‘There are four paths or 
systems to be pursued, belonging apparently to different orders of spirits, 
for those who have entered into the first or lowest puth, know the thoughts 
of all in that path, but not of those in the three other paths; whilst those 
who have entered into the fourth or highest path know the thoughts of 
any one in any situation whatever, As there are no means deseribed as 
being used in the different systems that appear to be spiritually re- 
generative, and as Budhiym is an offshoot from the older religioun of Brahma 
it may be supposed that religious students rely on the operations of 
spiritual preceptora, as the twice born, as told to do by the institutes of 
Menu. I will only add that the opinions of the Budhists regarding 
geography and astronomy are absurd and ridiculous, and the wonders 
which they suppose Budha to have performed are of the most marvellous 
description; * but in those days the possession of supernatural power was 
acommon occurrence, and there were thousands of his disciples who 
could with the utmost case have overturned the earth or arrested the 
course of the sun.™ Alas, that we should always find in religious books 
truth vitiated and made doubtful by being intermingled with falsehood 
und exaggeration. 

Those readers who have looked into Mr. Hardy’s two volumes, without 
toiling through the mass of ur- profitable reading which they contain must, 
I fancy, have had the following questions arise in their minds: whether 
the poor Cingalese who have been trampled upon in succession by 
Portuguese, Dutch and English, and the population of whose beautitul 
Ísland has been reduced from about eight millions to about two, are not 
More intelligent than those who pretend to convert them to a truer and 
better faith ; whether in rejecting the whole Hindoo Pantheon of pods 
and godeasea and falling back upon the simple trath that they know 
nothing of the Creator, or first exuse, or the manner in which creation 
began, their priests und teachers have not acted as true philosophers ; 
whether they have not put to shame those who have formed out of their 
own imaginations sn abstract Divinity whom they have endued with super- 
lative attributes; and whom they represent as posseasing all the moral 
principles that we hold in estimation here below. ‘These principles, bow- 
ever, puch as wisdom, truth, justice, mercy und benevolence, especially 
the two Inst, are nowhere tu be discovered in the works of naturo that 
are manifest to our eyes on this globe. We profess to believe that the 
earth was made for man, who was invested with do:;ninion over it aswel asin 
tne animal creation of which he was made the head. His dwelling place, 
however, waa made with very listle regard for his comf rt and enjoyment, 
The cold of Northern regions, the heat of the tropics, and the barren deserts 
that over so large a portionoftheearth surface, make life in such parts 
perfectly miserable, and even in its fairest portions, its crust apparently 
firm and immoveable, suddenly bursts into violent rebellion against hin. 
becomes convulsed like the waves of the ocean, and opens its mouth with 
a voice of thunder to destroy or enguiph him and his works. J need not 
perhaps remind my readers that 40,000 persons, at least, were supposed 
to have been destroyed by an earthquake at Liston in 1758, and their 
bodies afterwards burnt by a general conflagration which sprung up inthe 
ruina of the city; a fact is stated in the accounts of it which shows 
clearly the usclessness of expecting divine aid in man’s worldly aflietions, 
namely, that, as the disaster happened on a grand holiday and atthe hour 
of grand mass, the churches and convents overtlowed with people; be- 
wides atthe moment of the first shock, a great number of people oboying 
an instinctive piety ran to take refuge there and augmented thus the 
number of the faithful that the religious festival of the day had called 
inte the same place. They all perished, crushed by the fall ot the lofty 
steeples and enormous stones of the arched routs, In the earthquakes in 
Sicily and Calabria in 1783, 40,000 people are supposed to bave perished 
and 10,000 more dicd trom fever caused by the intection of the air, by 
the putrid carcases of the victims, Å merely quote these two examples 
to show how dreadful a scourge earthquakes are to countries liaule to 
tall QollaGen, 

What proof of God's mercy and benevolence can wo discover in his 
subjecting the human race to suffer from a variety of dieeases which des, 
troy it ut all stagen of its existence. The plague which in London 
killed $0,000 people in the year loud; the cholera, suid to arise trom 


To be continued. 


CURIOUS SCENE AT THE MANCHESTER 
ATHENÆUM. 


A strange affair, siys a correspondent, came off at tho 
Athenxwum yesterday afternoon (Feb. 25.) Tickets were 
issued to avery large extent to Manchester tradesmen and 
merchants, inviting them toa private séance, at which, specimens 
of the “ Preteruatural Philosophy, a la Davenport would be 
be given. l hardly knew what to make of it, but as I 
had reeived a ticket, I went. I now saw thatit was au imita- 
tion of the Davenports, and meant to ridicule them. 
Lhe large room was crowded with a very respectable audience. 
The atfair was got up by the Athenawum Society, which is very 
large. Three men from the theatre were procured ; two to do 


and to do the lass justice, he did his part well, The main man 
announced that they had selected two gentlemen of thy Athenaum 
to tie the * Brothers?” but that if the audience objected to 
them it might select two, In this they were certainly much 
fairer than the Liverpool savages who pass for yentlemen 
there. Nearly all were Atheneum men; a large majority at 
least. As the tyers were going to their work, a gentleman rose 
and proposed Mr Thomas Bullock, of the Waterlvo-road 
phen saying he was somewhat favourable to the Daven- 
ports, r Bullock for sometime declined, but the whole 
audience shouted out for him, At length he came forward 
saying—* Well, if you wild have me, I will go.” 

He proceeded tu tie one of the actors, but had not proceeded 
far betoro the man became restive and stood as stiff as a bar 
of iron, Mr Bullock handled hin resolutely, and now there 
was aery that he was doingit rather roughly, Mr Bullock 
offered tu desist, but the audience cried out that he should go 
on, All the time the man kept saying “The Davenports were 
never tied so fast as this.” Mr Bullock then said, © If Dhad to 
tie them, f should tie them just so.” He then called for another 
rope, and this was followed by a burst of laughter. The 
manager kept telling the people that it was very extra tying, 
and that they must make allowance for it, ete, ete. The man 
tied, looked as if ho thought all was over with him, and said 


the untying and the music, and one to imitate Dr Ferguson :- 
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Several times that he thought it was fast enough—the Daven- 
ports were never tied in that way, etc. Mr Bullock said :— 
“This is nothing yet;” but at length he lethim go, and very 
gladhe was. The manager all the time, continued to whisper, 
or to talk ina low tone , “That it was no use being so 
partienlar, it was only a bit of fun,” and so on; but Mr 

ullock did not seem to care about the fun, As soon as he had 
finished one, he went to the other, andsaid, “ Now, I must tie this 
too.” the man had been tied by one of themselves, At this there 
was a thunder of laughter and shouting, but a cry from 
managers anl others of “No. no, no” Mr Bullock then said 
‘The man Ihave tied will soon be untied, because the other 
man in reality is loose,and he will untie this.” But. of course, 
the managers knew this, and said, “ It was only a bit of fun.” The 
fact is if Mr Bullock had tied them both, they would have 

en tied up yet, if no mortal hand had let them loose; for the 
one on whom he operated was as fast as the foundation 
Stone of an old church. As it was,it took them loth above 
4 quarter of an hour to get this fellow at liberty, and I am in- 
clined to think. without the use of a knife. 

As soon as the men were loose, Mr Bullock said to the one 
he had tied, “You could never have got out without help.” 
Te sailnothing, but showed his wrists. Mr. Bullock repeated, 

Te helped you.” pointing to the other man. He gave no 
answer, Int admitted it by silence. One of the managers 
observed “ The Davenports wou.d never have got looseif Mr 

Ullock bul tiel them” As Mr Ballock was leaving the 
Platform, he was asked what he thouglit of it; he replied he 
thought nothing. except that ifhe had tied both these men, they 
Would have been fast enough for a long time to come, which 
Produced great laughter. f 
. This affair, though got outof by a trick, “puts a little salt 
into the broth.” Idare say the papers, to-morrow, will make 
8 Very successful affair of it. Allthe reporters were present 

fter all, the thing was done remarkably well, A cabinet, some- 
thing larger than the Davenports’ was provided, and having 
Stmilar doors, seats, and instruments; and though there was 
no music, the bell rang, and the drum beat and flew about ; 

ut, of course, the mens’ feet were not tied together, or only tied 
loosely, giving them power to kick with both in any direction 
that they liked. The dark séance, was rather well done, too, 
asan humblo imitation. 

And this is the result of the Davenport mystery on the 
Vaunted mind and enlightenment of England in 1863. None 
fall vur clever fellows being able to explain the mystery, 

Werpool and Leeds get intoa rage and fall into the brutal 
€rpetration of mobbing and rioting—an insane practice now 
abandoned hy the very lowest and most ignorant of our popula- 
lon! Manchester, with a greater care of letting loose a spirit 
Which might do much destruction to its mills aud machinery, 
She of these days, contented itself with a burlesque of the Ameri 
an marvels. And this is the total of all that the ingenuity of 
Sugland, with all its men of science, of research, of boasted 
insight and philosophy can do! Is there not a single town 
amongst us which has the common-sense to appoint a committee 
men of character, ability, and honour ; fairly, calnily, 
8eherously, iu the interest of truth, to examine the matter as 

‘ey might examine a new piece of machinery ; and tell us the 
ruth about it, whatever that truth may be. Truly no nation 
ever yet cut so woeful a figure of battled contempt, and of 
Stupid folly in its impotent wisdom. 

e have seen a letter from Mr. Bullock, which confirms every 
art of this account. The Manchester papers are easily satistied. 

Y. Bullock stated that the man he did not tie was not tied at all, 


————————— ma 
REVIEW. 


Concluded. 
The Reality of Spirits and the Marvellous Phenomenon of their 
irect Writing; Demonstrated by Baron L. De Guldenstubbe. 
aris—A, Franck, 67, Rue Richilieu. 


45. Writing in the Russian language traced in the presence 
of Baron de Brewern, on the 20th November, at the author's 
esidence, 

48, Figure traced in the same place, on the 24th of Decem- 
er, in a small packet of writing paper, enclosed iu yellow 
Paper, and scaled by the stationer. The experiments of this 

€morable day were crowned with complete success. 

Jeneral Baron de Brewern was an ocular witness of the ex- 

Tinents of this evening, Count d'Ourches and the Marquis du 
t auty were invited, but failed to attend, They waited for 

em till midnight, but a little before that hour, the furniture 
Ogan to creak everywhere ; the mediam placed himself at the 
tano, and ordered them to put this packet of paper upon a little 
and d. Atthe eund of 15 minutes the medium left off playing, 
ò begged Baron de Brewern to open the packet. He found 

oing so, first Greek writing signed by Plato, then Latin 


melting sigued by Cicero. A third leaf contained the figure 
€ntioned, while a fourth comprised English writing signed by 


Spencer, 


Tn the paper signed by Plato was another figure representing 
a cross, having at its summit an alpha and at its base an omega. 
This cross and the two letters seem to indicate the manifestation 
of Christ, who is the first and the last. Two other Greek letters 
signify faith and spirit, thatis to say, the two only means given 
to man to profit by the work of Christ, and to attain the love of 
God and charity, The Greek term signifies (O my friend,) 

53. German writing in verse, signed by a parent of the author. 
This epistle was traced on the 14th of January, 1857, at the author's 
residence. The perfeet resemblance of the hand of the deceased 
has been proved by many of his friends. 

66. A direct order from a sympathetic spirit in French, “ Go 
my dear Louis, go all three to St. Denis to morrow, at eleven 
o'clock,” where we obtained some splendid results in the pre- 
sence of Baron de Brewern, This sympathetic spirit of a young. 
lady, an anonymous author. has often given orders to try ex- 
periments, which have always succeeded. The author is in pos- 
session of thirty orders, written directly and signed by the spirit 
of this young lady who died five years since at Paris. The above 
words were traced January 25, 1857. 

58, Letter from beyond the grave by a friend of the author, 
whose writing had been recognised by many persons, ‘This 
French epistle was traced at the author's residence the Ist of 
February, avout two years after the death of the deceased. “My 
dear friend what enjoyment for me to be able to assure yon with 
my hand from beyond the grave that you are right in this, that 
there is a new Comforter fur man. Yes, we exist, we think, we 
act, we take part in the troubles as well asin the moments,” &e. 

Gl. Figure and initials traced February 14, 1857, near the 
tomb of the illustrious Racine, in the church Saint-Etienne-du- 
Mont, in the presence of Count D Ourches, who supplied the 

paper, 

i 63. Friendly letter from a parent of the author who had been 
dead more than 13 years. This German epistle was traced with 
blue ink, many acquaintances of the deceased have recognised 
her writing. 

64. Figure traced with blue ink, and signed in Greek charac- 
ters by Hippocrates. March 1, 1857, in the author's residence, 
This figure has cured a case of acute rheumatism at the end of u 
few minutes, 

66. Writing in French, traced March 10, 1837, in the Garden 
du Petit Tianon, near the dairy. Thi. curious writing consists 
of the following words—* Reine de France, Marie Antoinette, 
issue de l'illustre. ... (Marie Antoinette Queen of France, issue 
of the illustrious.)..... The author never having seen the writ- 
ing of this unfortunate queen, is unable to prove the identity 
of the hand. 

We close our notice of these interesting and thoughtful 
volumes in stating that many of the witnesses of these wonderful 
phenomena supplied their own paper iu order to dispose of the 
absurd objection often raised against them that the paper upon 
which the characters were traced had been chemically prepared. 

An English translation of this learued work embracing as it 
does a splendid resumé of ancient and moderu Spiritualism, 
would be an immense acquisition to the library of every person 
whose thoughts do uot solely rest upon the material of this 
preparatory world. 


LOVES SUDDEN GROWTH. 


Bur yestermorn, with many a flower 
The garden of my heart was drest ; 

A single tree has sprung to bloom, 

Whose branches cast a tender gloom 
That shadows all the rest. 


at 


A jealous and a tyrant tree, 
That seeks to reign alone ; 
As if the wind’s melodious sighs, 
The dews and sunshine of the skies, 
Were only made for Que! 


A tree on which the Host of Dreams 

Low murmur mystic things, 
While hopes, those birds of other skies, = 
To dreams themselves chant low replies — 

Ah, wheretore lave they wings? 


The seasons nurse the blight aud storm, 
The glory leaves the air— 

The dreams and birds will pass away, 

The blossom wither from the spray— 
One day—the stem be bare— 


But mine has grown the Dryad’s life, 
Coeval with the tree: 

The sun, the frost, the Lloom, the fall, 

My fate, sweet. tree, must share them all, 
To live and die with thee ! 


Sir E. Bulwer Lytton. 
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THE BROTHERS DAVENPORT TO THE BRITISIL 
PUBLIC. 

We appeal to the free press and the enlightened and fair- 
dealing people of the British Empire for a candid consideration 
of the following statement, and for the even-handed justice 
usually given in this country to all persons, rich or poor. citizens 
or strangers. We ask, also, asa matter of justice, that journals 
which have published accounts of the recent riots at Liverpool, 
Huddersfield and Leeda, of which we were the victims, should 
algo give the facts contained in this statement. 

We beg, furthermore, most respectfully to commend to the 
consideration of the Night Honourable Sir Grorcn Grey and 
the magistracy and police authorities of the United Kingdom, 
the fact that within two weeks, in three of the most important 
provincial towns in England, without any fault of our own, 
transgressing no law of the realm, and offering no violence or 
injury to any person, we have been made to suffer in property, 
and have been menaced with extreme personal injury, with ap- 
parent danger to our lives, as will appear hy the following 

STATEMENT OF FACTS. 

After having given over two hundred public and private 
séances, or exhibitions of physical phenomena, such as have been 
described in all the leading journals of Kurope and America, and 
in our published biography, at the Queen's Concert Rooms, 
London, and the mansions of the nobility and gentry of England, 
we visited Liverpool on the 13th of February, and, as is our 
custom, gave a private séance to which the meinbers of the press 
and others were invited, who reported the satisfactory character 


of the exhibition. February 14th we gave two public séances nt 


St, George’s Hall with like results ; a private scance at a gentle- 
man's mansion and a public morning performance on Tuesday 
were alike satisfactory, 

On ‘Tuesday evening we were proceeding with another exhi- 
bition, when two persons, a Mr. Hutleyand a Mr. Cummins, 
acting as a committee from the audience, in attempting to tie 
our wrists, caused so much pain that we were compelled to pro- 
test against the torture they were inflicting. We were willing 
to he tied with entire security, as we have been many hundreds 
of times by riggers, sailors, engineers, and other skilled persona, 
or to give any reasonable test in proof that we have no active 

art in the phenomena witnessed in our presence ; we had no 
ear of a ‘Tom fool knot” or of any mode of fastening that did 
not inflict unbearalle torture, We declined to be bound by a 
committee whose unfairness and even brutality were soon mani- 
fest. dLulley and Cummins refused to retire and give place to 
another committee ; the audience was made to believe that it 
was the form of a particular knot, and not the eruelty of its ap 
plication, to which we objeeted, and we were compelled by an 
unappeasable tumult to return the money taken for tickets and 
postpone further proceedings. 

On the following evening, printed regulations were given to 
every person entering the hall, and read from the platform, in 
which we distinetly claimed the right of rejecting any person ona 


committee whom we should find acting with unfairness,  ‘Lhis 
would be our right were we criminals on trial for felony. Be- 


fore commencing, We invited all persons who were not sutistied 
with these regulations to retire trom the hall and receive the 
money they had paid for entrance. 

Messrs, Haulley and Cummins, hacked by a crowd of their 
friends, came again upon the platform, and, from their previous 
unfairness, were promp'ly rejected by us as a comuuttee, They 
insisted upou tying us and appealed to tho audience to support 
them in their demand. ‘They refused to leave the platform when 
requested, took possession of our cabinet, and in varivas ways 
excited violent manifestations in the audience. 

We were then assured by a gentleman of Liverpool that 
unlesa we submitted to the demands of these men, there would 
be a farions riot. He promised that they should not be per- 
mitted to injure us, and we finally yielded to his assurances, 
But they had no sooner place! the cords upon our wrists than 
they inflicted a degree of pain which could uot be endured. We 
protested against this violence, but in vain, and refusing to 
submit to it longer, had the cords cut from our wrists, and left 
the platform, which was instantly invated by the mob; our 
cabinet was broken in pieces, and Halley and Cummins, the 
herves of this assault of some hundre is cf brave Englishmen 
upon four unarmed, unoffending and unprotected foreigners, 
were borue from the hall upon the shoulders of their friends, 
apparently proud of their triumph, 

Our cabinet destroyed, and our business interrupted with 
heavy pecuniary damage in Liverpool, we returned tu London, 
had a new cabinet constructed, and on the following Monday 
repaired to Halifax, where we gave our usual public and private 
exhibitions, without interruption, 

Our next engagement was at Huddersfield, Feb, 21st. On 
our arrival we were informed that Halley and Cummins, the 
heroes of the Liverpool mob, bad been telegraphed to, and were 


town, We appealed to the police, and we are happy to say tha: 

in this instance, a suflicient force was promptly sent to the ha. 

for our protection. The crowd that assembled gave many indi 

cations of being prepared for violence. When our representative 
had stated the regulations adopted, and that we proposed simply 
the presentation of certain facts, without any theory, and asked 
for the appointment of a committee, two gentlemen, instructed, 
it was said, by Hulley and Cummins, came upon the platform 
nnd commenced to tie our wrists together behind us, which the 

did with needless severity. We bore the pain, however, until, 
carrying the ropes through the hole inthe seat, they drew the 
backs of our hands down upon it with such violence as to 
threaten dislocation, placing their knees upon the seat, and in 
one instance upon the hand of one of us to give them greater 
purchase. This torture, deliberately and to all appearance 
maliciously inflicted, we of course could not bear, and. at our 
demand, the cords were instuutly severed. We exposed our 
livid wrists, in which every strand of the cord was visibly im- 
printed, to the audience, who to the credit of their humanity 
cried out “shame! But the mob, organized to break up our 
exhibition, had no such feeling, and made a simultaneous rush 
for the platform, where, however, an efficient police force saved 
our property from destruction and us from a violence, which, 
under the stimulating addresses of the heroes of the Liverpool 
outrage, expended itself in houtings and howlings. 

We had engagements for two nights at Hull, but on our 
arrival, we were informed hy the gentleman who had engaged 
us, the chairman of the hall committee, and the police superin- 
tendent, that there were such indications of a violent mob, that 
we could not be permitted to give our exhibition ; and we received 
rom the gentleman chietly interested, the fullowing note :— 


Musie Hall, Jarret-street, Hull. 
22nd February. 1863. 
Sin,-- As T believe there is reason to apprehend a distusbanse at the 
Hall this evening, if the séance of the Davenport Brothers takes place, 
i have come to the conclusion that it would be advisable to postpone 
the séance. am sorry to do this, particularly as yourself and tthe 
Messrs Davenport have arrived in Huli, and are ready to fulfil your 
engagement; but Lam driven to do so by the organized attack which 
Tam given to understand is in preparation, Iam also urged to do s0 
hy the proprietors of the Hall, who are alarmed lest their property 
suould be damaged by any disturbance. 
I remain, 
Yours Vfaithfully, 
Robert BOWSER. 
Rev, Dr. Fenauson, Royal Station Hotel, Hull. 


Failing to find at Hull that protection in our legal rights 
which we had supposed was extended to every man on English 
ground, we went to meet our next engagement at Leeds, where 
the scenes of Liverpool and Huddersneld were re enacted with 
increased violence. We were met by an organized mob, and 
were refused the protection of the police-- when it was demanded. 
When the ring-leaders or agents of the mob, taking pos- 
session of the stage, had subjected us to the same violence 
that bad been planned and practised upon us at Liverpool 
and IHuddersfiehl—the mob again destroying our property, 
smashing the cabinet and breaking up, or purloining, our 
musical instruments; and we were protected from personal 
violenee, amid the smashing of door panels and the howling 
of un enraged populace, by the tardy arrival of a detachment 
of police aud the brave and firm conduct of one of its members. 
Our agent, contrary to all justice, was compelled to order the 
return of tho admission money, paid by those who had come 
for the very purpose of making the riot from which we suffered. 
On the sume day we had given a public scunce, attended by 
tho members of the press aud some of the most respectable 
cit zens of Leeds, in which the famons © ‘Tom fool knot” was 
used; and in which, so far as we were able to judge, the 
phenomena exhibited gave entire satisfuction, 

It remains but to state two or three facts which may throw 
further light on these proceedings. 

Jn Liverpool, as reported in the Mercury, Mr Hulley, when 
accused of acting unfairly to, and being an enemy of the Daven- 
ports, said == I avow it, Lama bitter foe to the Davenports.” 
After such an avowal, what right had he to act on a committee 
whose duty was strict impartiality ? 

We wish to be jast to the police. At Huddersfield, though 
they could not give us order, we were protected from actual 
violence, At Leeds, such protection was withheld until too 
lata to save our property. 

At Liverpool the Mercury says :— 

“The appearance of Inspectors Valentine and Southwell, 
with a force of thirty men, did not stop the process of demoli- 
tion, The police, indeed, did not attempt to interfere, so long as 
only the property of the Davenports was threatened,” 

The Leeds Mercury, reporting the violent proceedings against 
us at Hudderstield, says + - 

“Mr Walker, not considering that his hands could pull the 


rope tight enough, used Ais knee to assist him, and the Brother 
coming with a strong deputation from that town, to break up | he was operating on again protested * > * 


Several persons 


our exhibition, The expected mob was the common talk of the | had at that time gono to the cabinet, and Davenport showed 
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his wrist to some of them. It had a livid mark fringed with 
red, about the breadth of a finger, and in the hollow of this mark 
there were the marks uf the individual strands of the rope.” 

Yetsome have been found to insist on inflicting this brutal 
torture upon us, with howling mobs to back them, as if we were 
malefactors or wild beasts. It may be doubted if sueh an 
amount of violence, wrong, anil outrage has been inflicted on anv 
Unoffending manin England since Clarkson was mobbed by 
the slave-traders of Liverpool, aud Priestly by the mad bigots 
of Birmingham. 

And for what reason? What evil have we done? Of what 
Wrong can any man accuse us? How have we offended the 
public or any individual? If there were anything immoral or 
Unlawful in our exhibition we could understand the feeling which 
has prompted so much lawless violence, which has been so 
largely excused by the press and tolerated by the police author- 
ities. Weare called humbugs, butif every humbug in England 
1s to be mobbed, it may be well for both the government aud the 
People to consider the possible consequences. But we solemnly 
and earnestly deny that we have ever deceived any man in this 
matter, or made any false representation, and we cm appeal to 
Many thousands of intelligent persons on both sides of the At- 
lantie who will testify to the reality ofthese manifestations, It 
was said to us at Liverpool, “admit that you practise deception, 
and we have nothing to say against you.” How could we admit 
what is not true? For eleven years we have constantly asserted 
that the physical facts exhibited in our presence are not pro- 
duced actively or consciously by ourselves, nor by confederates, 
nor by any trick or deception whatever ; aud we have submitted 
to hundreds of tests, and are ready to submit to hundreds more 
to satisfy any reasonable mind of the truth of this declaration, 

| It is utterly false that we have refused to be tied with a par- 
ticular knot. We have simply and only refused to be tortured. 

e have been covered all over with the most complicated 
astenings that could be devised; we have been held hand and 
foot by persons above all suspicion of fraud, and tested in every 
Conceivable way, without affecting the manifestations which 
Occur in our presence. In eleven years we have never been 
fastened so that the ‘force’ attending us, whatever it may be 
called or considered, has not released us. We do uot believe we 
can be, unless placed in such pain as to destroy the conditions 
under which this “force” is able to act. With or without 
fastenings this power attends us; single or together, awake or 
asleep, bound or held, and in whatever way our passivity is pro- 
Cured the manifestations alike, in kind, if not in degree, attend 
us. There is no fraud, no trick. 

Were we mere jugglers, we should meet with no violence, or 
We should find protection, Could we declare that these things 
done in our presence were deceptions of the senses, we should, 
no doubt, reap a plentiful harvest of money and appliuse. As 
tricks they would transcend, according tothe testimony of ex- 
Pyviited observers, any ever exhibited in Occident or Orient. 

he wonders of the cabinet, or still more of the dark séance, sur- 
Pass all pretentions of conjurors, We could safely defy the 
World to equal them, and be honoured for our dexterity. But 
We are not jugglers, and truthfully declare that we are not, 
and we are mobbed from town to town, our property destroyed 
and our lives emperilled. 

What is the possible motive for these outrages, which some of 

e enlightened organs of publie opinion have incited and excused ? 

reaking uo law, we claim the protection of the law. which we re- 

at, even were we criminals, would save us from illegal outrage. 
we, asserting physical facts interesting to every man of science, 
and doing our best to demonstrate their verity, and satisfy a laud- 
able curiosity respecting them, are to he treated as we have been 
is past fortnightin four large English towns—who can be 
safe from similar outrages? We have ventured to appeal to her 
ajesty’s secretary for the Home Department, and we appeal 
also to every member of the British Parliament, as we do to the 
Whole British people, to give our case a proper investigation. 

Tf, iu spite of our solemn declarations of entire good faith. 
and all our efforts to demonstrate the reality of the phenomena 
Which attend us, we are disbelieved—every man in England 

as the right to absent himself from our exhibitions. We do 
Not ask the attendance of any person who is not ready to give a 
fair and candid examination to the tests to which we submit, and 

e facta presented. There is no reason for excitement, and no 
excuse for violence. There isas much call fora riot against elec- 
tricity, ora mob to put down oxygen. We have not even an 
Opinion to support or a creed to promulgate—only certain 
curious, and it may be important, facts to exhibit. 

Shall wo be all-wed to a this? This isthe question now to 
be decided. The riots at Liverpool, Hudderstield and Leeds 
lave excited and alarmed all England, In scores of places where 
we have engagements, involving many thousands of pounds, our 
agents or those interested have become frightened, and their and 
our interests are placed in jeopardy. Shall they be sacrificed 1 

tis for the People, the Press, and the Government of England 
to determine. 

It{is‘our intention to goon in the work in which we are, in per- 
fect sincevity, engaged, We are ready to give in every town 


in the United Kingdom the proofs that we have given in London 
of the reality of the phenomena we exhibit, and with which the 
tying of ropes, on which so mach stress is laid, has so little to 
do, that they mightle entirely dispensed with, substituting 
many other tests ofan equally, or more satisfactory character. 
We are ready, in good faith, to fullil every engagement; but 
we demand, as we think we havea right to demand, the 
protection of the laws under which we have voluntarily placed 
ourselves, and a little more of boasted “ English fair play ” of 
which we have heard so much, aud, in the cases above narrated, 
experienced so little. 


Ira Erastos DAVENPORT. 
‘Wa. Heyry DAVENPORT. 
(Known as the Brothers Davenport.) 


London, Feb. 27, 1865. 
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EXTRAORDINARY PILYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS, 


To the Editor ofthe Spiritual Times, 


Sir,—If you think the enclosed account of the most ex- 
traordinary performances T ever witnessed in my life of any 
interest to your readers, as E am sure it must be, you are at 
liberty to make use of it in any way you think proper. As 
regards its correctness, any member of the Stock Exchange, 
more especially the Messrs. Slous, C. Orton, W. Addison, E. 
Kennedy, N. Wilkinson, J. Hutchinson, K. Gibbons, and B. 
Coleman (not a member) can vouch for. An account has already 
been given in the Spiritual Magazine of part, but only sufficient 
to excite curiosity as to what can be done; this my relation, I 
think, will show. 

The performances took place in the dining-room of Mr. John 
Addison, of St. John’s-wood, the only apparatus used being a 
common folding screen, Mr, Addison was first tightly bound 
to a chair with ten yards of rope, no manner of tying being 
asked for by him, Several masical instruments were then 
placed fon the ground. Before the screen was completely round 
him they were heard to play, and, at the same mument, hands 
were seen through the opening in front, On the sereen being 
removed, not a single knot appeared to be disturbed, although 
there were, at least, a dozen or more, in a very complicated 
manner wound round the arms and wrists. The screen being 
again closed, the bells were thrown out, hands appeared and tho 
guitar played. On its being removed, Mr. Addison was found 
tied, but in such a manner that three gentlemen, at the end of a 
quarter of an hour, declared themselves quite unable to free 
him, so tightly was he bound. {e was then handeulfed with an 
ordinary pair of fetters, such as are used by the police, the only 
difference being that the swivel and chain were broken off, and 
the handeutfs riveted together so as to prevent any possible use 
of a auduplicate key; indeed, I hul them pit oa and 
the key given me, but from the hands being so close to- 
gether could not possibly find a way to use it. Two sacks were 
taen produced, one tied over his head, the other put over it and 
tied at his feet, The screen was then again brought into re- 
quisition, from which he emerged free in exactly two minutes. 
After this, a straight-jacket was brought forward belonging, I 
believe, to Mr. Hawkins, S.E., who said be would believe in 
anything could a person get out of that. This being securely 
fastened on Mr. Addison (his arms being crossed), he released 
himself in about one minute. It was then repeated, with every 
kuot sealed, This time he was, if anything, quicker than before. 
A deal box was the next test, fastened with a padlock outside, 
and corded with rope from this he emerged in an equally short 
space of time. A dark scance followed, in which two guitars, 
two tambourines, and three bells chased one another round the 
room in the most approved Davenport fashion, now striking the 
ceiling, now the pictures, and finally finishing by breaking three 
gas globes. Sparks of fire were asserted by one gentleman to 
have been seen falling from the ceiling, but as I did not observe 
them myself L cannot vouch for this ; everything else J can. 1 
must candidly confess I do not yet believe altogether in what 1 
read concerning Spiritualism ; yet, after what L have related, I 
ain quite satisfied there is much for me to understaud to account 
for these extraordinary things, in which every facility was given 
for examination, J cannot in any way. 

Yours, &e., 
A Puzatep OnE. 


London, Feb. 28, 1865. 


Mr. has only one thing to ask of the Editor, should he 
publish the enclosed, and that is, to suppress his name. The 
Editor can ascertain as to the veracity óf the facts without men- 
tioning from whom he receives them. 
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HE SPIRITUALLYCEUM 
14, Newman Streel, Oxford Street. 


This Institution is established for the 
advancement of spiritual phenomena 
and philosophy. lt offers opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts- and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 
a platform tor the freest Discussion. Tts 
rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 
whilst it aims to eschew all sectarianism. 
Based on the cardinal facta of Spirit Com- 
munion and Immortality, it invites all who 
recognise, or desire to recognise, these 
truths. 

The Lyceum has both religious and se- 
cular aims,—religiousin the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of its uses. 


The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a central institution neces- 
sary to organize means to give distinctive 
life to the various methods which abound 
in isolat d forms all over the kingdom. 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. R 
Cooper, the Proprietor, and Mr. J M. 
Powell, the Editor, of the Spiritual Times, 
have established the Lyceum, They have 


pr the machinery in motion. (Mr. Cooper | 
rearing the monetary. and Mr. Powell the | 
practical working, responsibilities) and 


earnestly solicit aid from all friends 
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two. othera 
one guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimum), Those who sub- 


weribe one or more guineas annually will | 


be entitled to the privilege of attending 
all Lectures and the Reading Room free 
The Reading Room is open daily from 
twelve, am. to ten Pm., and contains the 
wiueipal spiritual publications of Amer- 
ica. France, and England, Spirit Draw- 
inga and Worka of a progressive char- 
acter will be added from time to time, 
Mediums of recognised integrity and 
power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 
facilities may be afforded for the develop- 
ment of such connected with the Lyceum. 


A printing press is now in operation 
upon the premises for priuting of the 
Spiritual Times and Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. 
apreading the truths Gf Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by parchasing 
such pamphlets aud distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character ean be supplied by us. Friends 
will therefore kiudly bear iu mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the lyceum. 


We feel pursuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us, 

ApeLications Fon Lectures WILL Receive 
ATTENTION. 

All communications aud remittances to 
ve forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street. 

The payment of 2s, 6d. per quarter will 
admit persons to Lectures aud Discussions 


only. 


LYCEUM LECTURES. : 
Sunday, Murch Sth, Dr, J. B Ferguson will 
deliver an Address. Sunday, March hth, the 


Friends desirons of 


Author of the * Two Worlds” will answer the į 


question, What is the Good of Spiritualism p” 
Sunday, March 19th. the Rev. J. M. Spear 
will deliver an Address: subject—"* Spiritual- 
iam in America’ Sunday, Mareh 26th, Mr. 
J. H. Powell, Pditor of the Spiritual Times, 
wtll Lecturer; subjeet—" Relation of Mesmer- 
to Spiritualiom "' Commence at 7 pm, 
Admission free. 


(Saturday, March 4, 1865. 


MAN - STREET, Osxford-street. On 
Sunday, March 5th, Dr J. B. Ferguson will 
deliver an Address. 'To Commence at 7 p.m. 

Admission Iree, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Corresronpents will please to write legibly on 
one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible, If this rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com- 
positions, 

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts 
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &e. We wish to 
give as many facts ns our apace will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super- 
natural character should be given to the 
public fiee from all suspicion, 


SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER- 


TISEMENTS, 


Two lines and under, 23.3 every additional 
line, 3d.; a reduction for a series 


All. Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
he forwarded to Mr, J. H Powell, Sy iritual 
Times Odice, 14, Newmanestreet, Oxford- 
street. 

Advertistmenta for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Otfive on or before nine o'clock 
on Wednesday morning. 

To tne Tuape.—Vhe Spiritual Times is pub- 
li-hed at ‘Ten o'clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Oliige, 14, Newman-strect, 
Oxford street, and by Job Caudweil, 835, 
Strand, 


THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES" BY POST. 


To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 
Times, packets will he sent direct trom tre Office 
post tree to any part of the United Kingdom, 
by remitting, in advance, ns under s— 
Copies. Weeks. Weeks. 

1, 3d, or for 13, 33.3d, 26, Gs,6d. 


Weeks. 
52. 13s. 


2, 5d, no o n SN AML, LON Gd. p 21s. 
2 Gdy n n GLG p L8H Od, a Mis. 
6, Is y a Loni. p 2GsOd. y 628. 


Post Office Orders must be made payable to 
Mr. J. H. Powell, atthe Post Office, 26, Oxford- 
sticet, corner of Rathtone-place. 


List of Agents for the © Spitilual Times,” 


Lovpoax,—F, Pitman, 20, Paternoster-row, 
E. Marks, Broudway, Ludgate-hill. 
F. Farrah, 282, Strand, 
Arthus V. Gilby, Hattesville-road, Canning-town, 
James Burns, Progressive Library, Camberwell, 
Publishing Company, 147, Dleet street. 
Mrs. Punnieane, 117, Aldersgate-street, 
Koixpurguy—James Mushet, 249, High-street. 
Branrorp,—dJoseph Lund, 
Neweastir-ov-'Tyne, ‘Thomas P, Barkas, 49, 
Grainger street. 
Bricutos,—Abbot, Queen’s-road, 
K txastosx-on-Tiamis.— Bryden, 
Nortivenam,—Jeddinh Hitchcock, Alfred-street 
Kasrpounne,—Mr. Applegate 
* 4° We shall be glad to receive additional 
names as Agents. 
Mr. and Mrs. Watracs hold Séances every 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday evenings, at 7 
o'clock, at 129, George’s-road, Holloway. 


| OARD, &e., REQUIRED IN OR 

near London, io the family of a SPIR- 
ITUALIST, for a Widow Lady, her Maid, and 
Little Girl aged five years, R ferences ex- 
changed. Tnelasive terms from £90 to £100 
per annnm, Where there are Gas and a Pinno 
preterred. — Address, Mrs, Bruce, Reading 
Room, Crystal Palace, Sydenham, S.B. 


MURRAY SPEAR EXAMINES 
#3 e (and prescribes for diseases of body and 
mind, and when so impressed, delineates the 
character of persons, He likewise reads char- 
mter by letter, Fee.—a half-guinea, at his 
rooms, 146, (late 72) Albany Street, Regent's 
Park, Hours from 12 to 3. 


LL Communications for the Daven- 
: ports to bu addressed to Mr, il, D. 
Pahner, 308, Regent-street. 


Se TOAD, ITs FACTSAND 

PHASES, Hlustrate i with Personal Lx- 
periences, and Fac-Similes of Spirit- Writing, 
hy J. H. Powell. 

Asan individual contribution to the general 
mass of testimony on this great topic of the 
age, it is very valuable. — William Hod ilt, 

Mr. Powell's statements of the answers he 
reecived to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work, * # œ Many persons wll read Mr. 
Powell's narrative with interest, for it has no 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.—Pudblie Opinion, Mareh 12th, 1864. 

The sum of the matter is, that if one has a 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, and 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr Poweil's volume 
than from any other that has yet been published, 
not even excepting that ot the great apostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself,—Caledouian Mer- 
cury. March 12. 186-4. 

This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, and, 
whilst it is the smallest, it is vet the most strik- 
ing of all the former, perhaps, f om the brevity 
with which the sabject is presented, and the 
nature of the fucts or assumptions with which it ia 
crammed from first to last. * * * ‘There is 
much, very much to excite thought, whether to 
compel conviction, or not, ‘The enquiry is by 
no means the contemptible thing that many 
peop'e wish to consider ite Te deals with al- 
leged facts, whieh, if true, are astounding; and, 
it false, still they are objects of interest, and 
they ought to be disposed of. — British Standard, 
March 18th, 1864. 

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum. 
Price 2s., post free. 


N EVENING'S AMUSEMENT 
for 1s — Just out, IIIB WIZARD'S 
WONDERFUL CABINET, containing Ap 
paratus for Nine Conjuring tricks, with direce 
tions tor performing many more w.thout A ppre 
ratus, Clairvoyanes made easy, &e. ‘the whole 
post free for 14 stamps One stump for illus- 
trated descriptive price lite JUDD & Con 5, 
Hrownlow-streect, Drury-lane, London. Ring 
shop bell, The ahovementioned Cabinet will 
entertain a party of friends the wh le evening, 
provided the mysteries are not explained by the 
owner.—Sev honournmble mention in the Queen, 
Ludios’ Newspaper, Dee 8rd. The Davenport 
Rope-Trick, complete instructions, 13 stamps. 
NEW SONG. 
4 LDORADO. Words by Edgar 
Allen Poe: Musie by H. A. Rudall. 
Shortly to be Published. 
Metal:r & Co: London and Brighton. 


N EW PSALM and HYMN TUNES, 
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FOUR 
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and Ar- 
ranged, with voire parts complete, for the 
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by ROBERT 
Coorrn,— Price 28.5 cloth, 2s, Ga, 
London: Novello & Co, 69, Dean Street, Soho. 
The Iarmonies, both in invention and ar- 
rangement, are musical to a very high degree 
anid, altogether, the work is one which can be 
strongly recomniended, and will he sure to meet 
with approval, — Brighton Guardian 


Now Ready, ls, 
IVES of the BROTHERS DAVEN. 
PORT (reprinted tram the Sp-ritual Times) 
By J. H. Powell, ‘To be had of the Author 
Post Free; Address—l4, Newman-street, 


II fALTILE IN NATURE.—A 
3 Practical Treatise, showing how * Good 
Digestion waits on Appetite, and Jealth on 
hoth” By R. Coopen To be had of all 
Booksellers; Price td. 

“Health in Nature” is a little book all 
should read, It goes in the way of social 
avience, and in common sense diction cleara the 
path to health. 1t is about the cheapest book 
of equal uscfulness we ever had the pleasure to 
rend. —Hastbourne Gazelte. A 

May be had of F, Pitman, 20, Paternoster 

Row, London, 
arena e 
Printed and Published by the Proprietor, 

Ropert Cgyorerr, at the Spiritual Lyceum, 

14, Newmane-st., Oxford-at . in the County 

of Middlesex, Saturday, March tth, 1865. 
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